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CARLISLE, MASSACHUSETTS 


Made up of portions of Concord, Acton, 


Chelmsford end Billerica 


Set off as a District 
April 19, 1754 
and turned back 
Oct. 6, 1756 
Set off as a second District 


April 28, 1780. 


Cerlisle became a Town 


Feb. 18, 1805. 


180 Houses in Carlisle in 1930 


208 Houses in Carlisle in 1940 
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Yue Commonuwealliop Mabsactiasth 
Gficcf the Secretary 


Gan » January 20, 1936. 


Mrs. Benson P. Wilkins, 
Rockland Road, 

Carlisle, Massachusetts. 
Dear Madam: 

In response to your letter of January 16, the Legislature 
of Massachusetts appears to have taken up the matter of valuation of 
lands etc. in 1801. 

If you find in the Carlisle (or Concord or Lowell) Public 
Library a copy of "Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts, 1800-1801", 
you will find the report of the "Committee on the General Valuation" 
beginning on page 516. 

On page 521, you will note that at that time the town of 
Carlisle (established 1780) had one hundred fifty-four polls, and 
an aggregate valuation of $5,865.19. No details are given. 


Very truly yours, 


= F C23 Core 


AHH/ AMM - Frederic W. Cook, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
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The Concord Journal, Thursday, August 27, 1931 


Old Cellar Holes 


Mr. H. A. Lee has for several years 
indulged in a rather unusual hobby of 
looking for what he calls “old cellar 
holes.” Some time ago he gave a talk 
to the Brotherhood on this subject and 


perhaps some of the things he told 
them will be of general interest. For 
identification of these ancient home 
sites he has depended upon a map or 
chart of the district dated 1799 which 
gives the location of all buildings then 
standing, with the owner’s names. 


He says “I know the locations of be- | 


tween fifty and sixty of what once were 


homes in town, some far from roads | 


now used or houses now occupied. In 
some the cellar walls are in good shape, 
in some only a few bricks remain. In 
some locations only the old well can be 
found, in others one can read the 
whole story of house, barn, and out- 
buildings. One of the best of these is 
the Deacon Chamberlin place near the 
cranberry bog. 


“Among the most interesting is the 
Jack Lee place back of Mr. B. P. Wil- 
kins’, at the farther end of the pasture 
in a wood lot. In 1779 this was a Mon- 
roe home. There were three Monroe 
homesteads. I cannot find a well here 
but there is a road traceable around 
the hill toward Frank Wilkins’ and 
across to the Morse place now owned 
by Mr. Stearns. 

“There are interesting cellars on Mr. 
Stearns’ place and some very fine stone 
walls. The Major Parker place, birth- 
place of Mrs. Gleason who gave the li- 
brary building, has two cellars. In one 
quite a story can be read including the 
fact that this building was destroyed 
by fire caused by lightning. 

“On the French place, now Mr. 
Greenough’s, was the old Page grist 
mill. 

“Very near Alden Davis’ henhouse is 
an old cellar, one of the original Blood 
There should be a burial lot 
near in which the father and mother 
of this Blood were buried. No trace of 
it remains but I think it may be on 
land owned by Puffer Bros. 

“Few ever heard of the Judy farm. 
It is reached by following a woodroad 
to the right of Miss Carrie Robbins’ 
barn, for half a mile, which brings one 
to two fields with a cellar, well, cleared 
land and old apple trees in each. In 
1779 two Parlin families lived here. 

“In Ed Ricker’s pasture on the hill 


Three cellars grown up to trees big 
enough to cut are on the Rangeway 
road. 

“Following a wood road two years 
ago I came upon a ten-acre lot sur- 
rounded by woods, with a cellar near 
the center. This was the old Baldwin 
farm back of Mr. Dawes’ place. Here, 
just over the Chelmsford line is the 
location of the old Fuller’s mill. Mr. 
Garthe owns the lot and has rebuilt 
the dam making a small lake. It is a 
very pretty spot. 

“For some time I tried in vain to find 
the site of the Kibbe place, but located 
it in 1930. When Carlisle became a 
separate town, Mr. Kibbe did not wish 
to live in it so in Concord he continued 
to reside, though his place formed an 
island of Concord entirely surrounded 
by Carlisle. This peculiar condition 
continued for many years. It is shown 
on maps of both Carlisle and Concord 
made in 1875. 

“Very irregular town boundaries 


often resulted from the desires of per- 
sons living near the proposed line, but 
I wonder if anywhere else there ever 
was a piece of one town entirely with- 
in another. 

“The Kibbe cellar is in the woods 
some distance from any road now in 
use. On the North Road is a puzzling 
situation. In a woodlot, back from 
the road and near the remains of the 
Adams grist mill are about a dozen 
cellars of varying sizes. They are 
along old wood roads, too near together 
to be separate farms. They do not ap- 
pear on the map of 1779 and very likely 
antedate it. What is the story of this 
location? Was this the “city” with its 
garrison house mentioned in the 
Chelmsford history? Was it the begin- 
hing of a village wiped out by the In- 
dians? Who knows? 

“Several cellars are near the center 
of the town. About a hundred feet from 
Mr. Hastings’ home is the foundation 
of “Bullfrog Hotel’ really an old cooper 
shop. Another cooper shop was near J. 
H. Wilkins’ and one was on Maple St. 
opposite Mr. Bailey’s. 

“On the Oscar Robbins farm was 
once a grist mill. The stones are still 
there and a large tree has grown 
through the hole in the center of one 
of them. 

“The Blood farms comprising most 
of the East quarter were bought from 
the Indians. The old deed may be 
seen in Lowell and is most interesting. 

“There are many stories about these 


—_|| old places and one can imagine a great 


many more. On the Gus Adams place 
was an old stone chimney, so far as I 
know the only stone one in town. 
There are many other interesting loca- 
tions, homes, cider mills, at least seven 
grist mills, hoop shops, cooper shops 
and shoe shops. 
Of much interest too are the old cop- 
per mines and lime quarry abandoned 
| for years, and the granite quarries still 
| being operated. 
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FURNISHINGS IN THE OONCORD ANTIQUARIAN HOUSE FROM CARLISLE FAMILIES 
Lydia Hayward Adams > 
T-$1003 Sampler by Lydia Hayward Adams, aged 10, ae She married Benjamin F. Proctor of 
Carlisle Nov. 10, 1835. "ot 


Mary & Christopher Coates 
& 807 Sheffield-plate snuffers & tray = Christopher Coates H-¥OT 


Gel74 Glass Pitcher, engraved C & M Coates, Unidcady <u rect. 

Pi-1100 Portrait of Christopher Coates, @dutuchuowy- 

Pi-1101 tt "Mary Coates, wife of Christopher Coates. 

Per-2001 Walking Stick, thorn gx ivory head = Christopher Coates 1791-1872. 
Per-1179 Pocket Book ,Christopher Coates Red Pocket Book = Lowell 1826. 

Christopher Coavces worked as calico printer in Lowell, lived in Carlisle in a’ house on 
South Street owned by Insign Thomas Heald. This house now gone = the property on which 
it stood, part of Dr. L. Kk. Lunt's estate. 

Son Daniel attended South School close by, which is now a residence on Dr. Liunt's estate. 
Christopher Coates travelled to his work in Lowell with Jeremiah Currier in a chaise. 
Mary Coates, his wife, was housekeeper for Ensign Thomas Heald (in whose house they 
lived) both before and after Christopher Coates’ death. 
Hennah Chandler Green 
H-158 Wool wheel 
H-161 Pair of wool cards 
H-164 Pair of netting needles 
He=331 Candle snuffers & tray, painted tin 
F-404 Windsor side chair 
H-2101 Dinner horn (from old Estabrook place) property of Hannah Chandler Green 1778-1799, 
wife of Isaiah Green of Cerlisle. After death of Hannah Chandler Green Isaiah Green 
married Hannah Lane of Bedford, 1801. Their second child = Hannah Lane Chandler Green = 
1806-1897 - gave the summer house in Green Cemetery to the towm of Carlisle in 1874, 
She and her sister Mrs. Lydia Adems Green Farrar presented Soldiers Monument, which 
stands in centre of the town of Carlisle, to the town. It was dedicated August 1885. 
John Jacobs 1759-1841 F qj5 ‘ 
“115 Looking glass, Queen Anne style, property of John Jsecobs of Carlisle. Umuost hurfech of ate Ufo. 
Reverend Paul Litchfield 
F-709 Light stand, walnut, 
F~804 | Two side chairs, walnut 
F-804a) 7 
H-2108 Bellows 
Property of Reverend Paul Litchfield 1752-1827, first minister of Carlisle, ordained 
November 1781. 


Mrs. Mary Spaulding 1749-1803 
H=415 Foot Stove 


H-2102 " "Property of Mrs. Mary Spaulding, wife of Zebulwm Spaulding. 
The Zebulun Spaulding house in the northern part of Carlisle is the largest old house 
in the tom. The Spaulding family was a family "of means, education, & sterling 
qualities". 
*#Reverend Timothy Wilkins 1732-1820 
F=614 §Spinet, said to have belonged to Reverend Timothy Wilkins who, in 1758 gave the 
land for the First Church of Cerlisle. Peau by Hetedcocbe. of Louden. Obst (700+ pA canles | Patil 
Wood, Elijeh bebeweece 1690 wack (70. Perfect pacer. * /HE2- 
ona Daguerreotype of Elijah Wood who married for the second time, Lucy Berrett of 
Carlisle, August 15, 1844, 


#Ne now know that Timothy Wilkins was not a reverend. Our earlier records attribute the 
Spinet to the Wilkins family of Carlisle, with no mention of Timothy having been a minister. 
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